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E D I T O R I A L 

Have you seen the videos of 
Tokyo’s professional push-
ers at rush hour—stuffing, 

squashing, mashing people into 
overflowing train cars? If you 
haven’t, YouTube awaits you. 
Given the suffocating nature of 
such a commuter experience, this 
is probably more fun to take in 
online than in person.

Transporting more than 3 
billion riders annually, Tokyo vies 
with Beijing and Shanghai for the 
title of world’s busiest subway 
system.1 New York City, by com-
parison, provided just 1.72 billion 
rides,2 but its claim to fame is that 
it has the most stations of any city 
metro in the world.3 For better 
or for worse, the New York City 
system has also been given the 
title “most complex metropolitan 
system in the world.”4 Just glance 
at a Tokyo subway map, and try to 
imagine anything more complex. 
Thankfully, no matter what city 
you’re in, you can usually count 
on some kind of map to guide you 
through the maze of metropolitan 
burrows and boroughs.

A map can make all the dif-
ference in whether you reach a 
destination. With that in mind, 
this month’s issue of Mission 360˚ 
shares a map designed to help 
us, as a church, reach people in 
the world’s 570 cities of a million 

people or more (see pages 16 and 
17). It’s a guide to help us pray for 
these cities, including those we 
might have otherwise never even 
known to pray for. For example, 
whether or not you’ve heard of 
Chongqing, it’s home to as many 
as 20 or 30 million people,5 most 
of whom don’t know Jesus. Your 
prayers for them now could make 
all the difference in eternity.

If God was concerned about 
what He called “the great city of 
Nineveh,” which had only 120,000 
residents (Jonah 4:11), how must 
His heart yearn for cities of a 
million people or for those like 
Guangzhou and Tokyo—each 
of which is home to roughly 40 
million people!6 If you share God’s 
concern for the people in these 
great cities, one way to answer His 
call is through your daily prayers. 
Even if you can’t go and personally 
share Jesus in these urban centers, 
you can help reach them through 
regular prayer. 

We invite you to pull out the 
map and keep it with your Bible 
or post it at your church. Then 
check off the cities as you or your 
church members pray for them. 
We also invite you to pray for the 
workers and new believers whose 
stories are shared in this magazine. 
In these ways, you join us as a 
true partner in mission, and by 

God’s grace, we’ll reach our final 
destination together with those 
for whom we’ve prayed.

Karen Suvankham 
Communication Specialist 
Global Mission Centers, 
Mission to the Cities

 
1. CityMetric Staff, “What Is the Largest 

Metro System in the World?,”  CityMet-
ric, September 5, 2015, https://www.
citymetric.com/transport/what-largest-
metro-system-world-1361.

2. “Introduction to Subway Ridership,” 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, 
accessed Oct. 25, 2018, http://web.mta.
info/nyct/facts/ridership/.

3. Niall McCarthy, “The Subway Systems 
With the Most Stations,” Statista, July 
9, 2018, https://www.statista.com/
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4. Eric Jaffe, “The World’s 15 Most Complex 
Subway Maps,” Citylab, Feb. 25, 2016, 
https://www.citylab.com/transporta-
tion/2016/02/most-complex-transit-
subway-maps-world-tokyo-new-york-
paris/470565/.

5. Xue Yufei ,  “ In 2015, Chongqing’s 
Permanent Resident Population of 
30,165,500 People Continued to Grow,” 
Hualong Network, Jan. 28, 2016, http://
cq.cqnews.net/html/2016-01/28/con-
tent_36292655.htm.

6. Thomas Brinkhoff, “Major Agglomer-
ations of the World,” City Population, 
last modified Jan. 1, 2018, https://www.
citypopulation.de/world/Agglomera-
tions.html.
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You would have to be an 
artist to understand how 
proud I felt to announce 

to Ahmad* and his brothers and 
their families that I had completed 
a portrait of their father.

The family stood politely 
around the painting, expressing 
their surprise at my gift. But I 
noticed a reserve that I hadn’t 
expected as they studied the 
scene I had created around their 
father. Something was missing 
in their response, but I couldn’t 
determine what it was.

Later that day when Ahmad 
and I were alone, I asked him 
whether the gift was appropriate, 
whether it was well received. He 
expressed deep appreciation, but 
he hesitated, as if not wanting to 
hurt my feelings.

I remember the first time 
Ahmad invited me to his home. 
Everything about it was typical of 
rural Arab culture: the olive groves 
surrounding the small, cement, 
flat-roofed house; fig and pome-
granate trees with fruit in varying 
stages of ripeness; and chickens 
foraging for food in the courtyard. 
I met Ahmad’s father, who was a 
shepherd, and learned that Ah-
mad had six older brothers who 

were married. We sat down to a 
mid-morning spread fresh from 
their family garden, livestock, and 
kitchen: cheese, cream, tomatoes, 
cucumbers, olive, omelets, fresh 
bread, and fig jam. We enjoyed a 
lively conversation that lasted 
far beyond the time it usually 
takes me to eat breakfast.

That’s how my friend-
ship with Ahmad was 
born. We ate breakfast 
together almost every 
day for the month I was 
in his country. In my 

free time, I 
sketched por-
traits of him, of 
each of his brothers, 
and of several young nieces and 
nephews. The mothers were 
delighted to receive what I con-
sidered simple drawings of their 
children.

Perhaps that’s why, toward 
the end of our time together that 
summer, I decided to paint a for-
mal portrait of Ahmad’s father, the 
patriarch of them all. I had grown 
to respect him; his quiet manner 
and hardworking ways endeared 
him to me, and I wanted to honor 
him. Before I left, I sketched him 
and studied their living room for 

a setting where I might pose him 
in the portrait. I returned home 
with my project in mind.

Over the next few months, 
I developed a painting of the 
elderly man dressed in his for-
mal, traditional clothing. After 
thoughtfully considering a special 
message I wanted to express, I 
painted in a simple porcelain 
teapot and one teacup on 
a small table between the 

elderly man and the viewer. I 
included only one teacup 

because I wanted to 

demonstrate 
my appreciation 

for his singular hos-
pitality: he would serve 

his guest but not provide for his 
own comfort or refreshment.

I was proud of the painting 
as a special expression of my 
gratitude and the honor of being 
included so warmly in their family. 
So I pressed Ahmad privately 
after watching his family’s polite 
response to my gift. What did they 
really think of the painting? Was 
it appropriate?

“It was so nice; we are greatly 
honored,” he replied, picking his 
words carefully. I decided to listen 
longer.

Picture 
(Almost) 
Perfect

T H E  M I D D L E  E A S T  A N D  N O R T H  A F R I C A  U N I O N  M I S S I O N
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“I think the modern teapot is 
not of my father’s world. We have 
traditional Arab coffee pots that 
are very meaningful to us.” He 
wasn’t comfortable sharing his 
critique. My artist eyes suddenly 
pictured the incongruence of 
the little porcelain teapot and 
its matching teacup. I apologized 
profusely and assured him I could 
correct the painting.

Within a few days, I brought 
out my paints and inquired for a 
traditional coffee pot. Within the 
hour, Ahmad had picked up an 
elegant antique pot from a cousin 
nearby. It wasn’t what they used, 
but it was what they valued.

In a few strokes of the brush, 
the modern teapot and the single 
dainty cup disappeared into the 
canvas. In its place, I painted an 
old coffeepot with two tradition-
al teacups, following Ahmad's 
further suggestion: "We must 
always have two cups, for a guest 
is always welcome."

Once more, the family gath-
ered, and I humbly brought out 
the corrected painting. This time, 
they responded with relief and 
great appreciation. The painting 
was ceremoniously hung next to 
one of the only other decorations 
in the home—a verse from the 
Qur’an etched in white plaster.

It was one of my first and 
clearest lessons in contextualiz-
ing. As I paint, I have learned to 
ask myself difficult, self-inspect-
ing questions: Am I faithful to the 
assumptions and expectations of 
my host country, their culture, 
and the way they see life? Am I 
careful to use the visual vocabu-
lary they use and the pictures that 
best express their world?

When so much of culture is 
visual, those details can serve as a 
catalyst for saying, “I see what you 
see; I notice what’s meaningful to 
you.” That’s the kind of expression 
that builds long-term relation-
ships for the glory of God. To this 
day, the ongoing relationship I 

enjoy with Ahmad and his family 
is filled with many discussions 
about faith, and Ahmad and I 
experience wonderful seasons 
of prayer together.

The painting still hangs along-
side the verse from the Qur’an. 
And I’m still praying that God will 

lead Ahmad, his six brothers and 
their families, and his parents to a 
deeper knowledge of God. 

* Name has been changed.  
The author, whose name we have 
withheld, is the coordinator for the 
MENA Total Employment initiative.

TENTMAKER 
[tɛntˈmeɪkə] noun

1. A missionary with 
a regular job who 
bypasses the barriers 
of restricted access 
countries to quietly 
spread the gospel.

  Examples: 
Entrepreneurs, 
computer 
technicians, graphic 
designers, engineers, 
teachers, and health 
care professionals.

  To learn more 
about Tentmakers 
or to support 
their ministry, visit 
TotalEmployment.org.
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More than two years ago, 
a bright-eyed, slender 
nine-year-old girl named 

Malee* was offered refuge at Keep 
Girls Safe (KGS), a shelter in Chi-
ang Rai, Thailand, that partners 
with the Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency (ADRA).

“Her mom didn’t want her, 
and local villagers couldn’t keep 
her,” said Sunita, KGS project 
coordinator.

Since 2004, KGS has served as 
a temporary means of protection 
for females ages 8 to 18 who have 
been abused, orphaned, or aban-
doned, or are at risk for human 
trafficking.

During their stay, the girls 
are assigned household chores, 
given fun projects to work on, 
and encouraged to attend school. 
Malee keeps busy sweeping floors, 
washing dishes, and gardening. 
She also goes to school and es-
pecially enjoys its Japanese club.

Before coming to KGS, Malee’s 
life was difficult and unsettling. 
Her mother had no money and 
no home in which to live. To 
ensure her daughter’s survival, 
she resorted to prostitution until 
she eventually moved in with a 
boyfriend.

“When Malee and her mother 
moved in with the man, he was 
disgusted by Malee and demand-
ed she be kicked out,” said Titi, a 

KGS social worker. “The mother 
would leave Malee outside, even 
in the rain. Malee had developed a 
habit of wetting the bed and was 
beaten for something she had no 
control over.” 

When Malee’s mother became 
pregnant, she asked an older cou-
ple in a local village to take care 
of Malee. She promised to send 
them money, but she was never 
heard from again. The couple had 
seven children and didn’t have 
enough food to feed Malee, so she 
often resorted to digging for food 
in trash cans, stealing food from 
temple sacrifices, and begging.

During this time, Malee be-
came friends with a boy whose 
father was an alcoholic and drug 
addict. “The more time she spent 
with the boy, the more bad habits 
she picked up,” said Titi. “She often 
looked dirty and smelled, and after 
living with four families in a few 
short months, no one wanted to 
keep her.”

Realizing Malee’s misfortune, 
the village leaders pleaded with 
KGS to take her in. KGS gave her 
a home, but initially she was very 
unhappy to be there. “When Malee 
first arrived, she hit the staff and 
other girls, wouldn’t take baths, 
refused to clean her room, and 
kept dead bugs in her drawers 
until they rotted and smelled,” 
recalled Sunita.

KGS staff worked tirelessly to 
understand Malee and show her 
love. “After months of counseling, 
doing chores at the shelter, attend-
ing school, and going to church, 
Malee has improved,” Titi shared. 
The once disheveled girl whom no 
one wanted now sings, draws, and 
reads. She also practices playing 
the violin.

Today, Malee is well-behaved, 
has grown attached to KGS, and 

looks up to her school teachers. 
Missing from her life, however, 
is her mom. “While many of the 
other girls receive visits from their 
family, Malee remains alone,” said 
Titi. “Her mother has never visited 
nor called.”

The people at the shelter, the 
school, and the local Adventist 
church make sure that Malee re-
ceives a good education, care, and 
love. “For all the girls at KGS, the 
destructive cycle they are caught 
in changes for the better because 
their new environment is safe, and 
their upbringing is wholesome,” 
remarked Sunita.

ADRA Thailand is training 
caregivers at KGS to help meet 
the physiological needs of girls 
such as Malee. Additionally, plans 
are under development for KGS to 
establish educational scholarships 
so that more at-risk youth can 
receive an education.

“Like Malee, there are many 
children who are exposed to dis-
rupted and unsafe households, 
putting them at risk of being 
trafficked, which is a growing con-
cern in the country,” said Sunita. 
“ADRA Thailand is considering 
anti-trafficking training sessions at 
girls’ clubs and community youth 
activities to address human traf-
ficking, but funds are really needed 
to help keep KGS operating.”

Much work needs to be done, 
but, for now, KGS continues to 
provide a safe environment for 
vulnerable children and has proven 
to be a strong shoulder for girls 
like Malee to lean on. “I really 
thank my project coordinator and 
social worker,” Malee acknowl-
edged. “They are like my favorite 
song,” she says before humming 
the tune to “You Raise Me Up.”

* Name has been changed. 

Kimi-Roux 
James is a 

communications 
specialist 
for ADRA 

International.

The Girl 
No One 
Wanted

T H A I L A N D  Free from a painful 
past, Malee is a 

reborn child now 
filled with hope. 



The Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency (ADRA) 
is the global humanitarian 
organization of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. 
Through an international 
network, ADRA delivers 
relief and development 
assistance to individuals in 
more than 130 countries—
regardless of their ethnicity, 
political affiliation, or 
religious association. 
By partnering with 
communities, organizations, 
and governments, ADRA 
can improve the quality of 
life of millions through nine 
impact areas: social justice; 
disaster response; economic 
growth; children’s needs; 
gender equity; community 
health; water, sanitation, 
and hygiene issues; 
hunger and nutrition; and 
livelihoods and agriculture.

Thank you for supporting 
ADRA through your World 
Budget offerings!

To watch ADRA mission 
stories, visit m360.tv/adra.
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Just a few days before the 
school year officially started, 
I arrived on the approximately 

45-square-mile island of Saipan 
and was already deep in the 
throes of homesickness. It’s fun-
ny; I never expected that would 
be the biggest challenge I’d face 
abroad. With my assignment as 
an assistant teacher at Saipan 
Seventh-day Adventist School, 
I guess I thought my biggest 
challenge would be the rowdy 
children or the long hours. 

I remember waking up those 
first few weeks with tears already 
pooling in my eyes. I routinely 
called home for a tiny grasp of the 
familiar, but those conversations 
often left me more upset because 
they were a glaring reminder of 
how far away from home I had 
wandered.

Initially, I was assigned to 
the prekindergarten classroom 
at the school’s Child Development 
Center (CDC), where I would work 
alongside the head teacher, Miss 
Vangie. I spent my first day of 

work cleaning and organizing the 
classroom and doing my best to 
keep from crying in front of the 
other volunteers and teachers.

On the second day of prepa-
ration, I was called into the prin-
cipal’s office. I remember taking 
my time walking down to the 
office; this was completely new 
territory for me. I hesitantly sat 
down, wondering what I could 
have possibly done wrong on the 
first day to warrant a talk with 
the principal. He looked at me 
and smiled, and the first words 
out of his mouth were, “How do 
you feel about diapers?” I laughed 
nervously and admitted that I 
wasn’t really the person to ask 
because I had never successfully 
changed a diaper in my life. My, 
how that was about to change!

Due to the lack of teachers 
and volunteers, I was being trans-
ferred to the toddler room where 
I would be in charge of 14 children 
ages 18 months to 3 years old. In 
short, I'd get plenty of practice 
changing diapers. 

After that conversation, I was 
asked to spend some time in my 
new classroom, not just to san-
itize all of the things that would 
inevitably be slobbered on (or 
worse) but also to take intentional 
time praying for God’s blessing on 
each person, big or small, who 
would walk through those doors 
in the coming weeks. I walked 
into the toddler classroom in a 

daze, trying my best to focus on 
the present moment and not let 
my mind wander to how much 
I missed home, or how unsure 
I was of this new age group, or 
how terrified I was to begin the 
school year.

In the back of the classroom, 
a woman sat cleaning toys. I had 
been told she was going to be 
my partner in the chaos of the 
toddler class. Though I knew I 
needed to get acquainted with 
her, I was already on the brink 
of tears, overwhelmed with the 
sheer magnitude of time and 
distance that separated me from 
my family and everything familiar 
to me. I could hardly trust myself 
to speak, let alone hold a con-
versation. Taking a deep breath, 
I shakily introduced myself.

The woman smiled and said 
that her name was Miss Sai. She 
was originally from Pohnpei and 
had eight kids of her own. I didn’t 
know what else to say, and Miss 
Sai seemed to be the shy type, so 
we worked the rest of the time 
in silence. But the kindness and 
compassion in her eyes were 
unmistakable. I had this feeling 
wash over me that, as long as 
Miss Sai was around, I would be 
all right.

When it came time for us to 
pray together, we pulled two little 
toddler-sized chairs together and 
bowed our heads. I went first, 
awkwardly asking for guidance 

Meghann 
Heinrich 

volunteered 
as a teacher at 

Saipan Seventh-
day Adventist 
School. She is 

earning a degree 
in journalism 

and public 
relations at 
Walla Walla 
University in 
Washington, 

United States.

Friends Do Diapers

N O R T H E R N  M A R I A N A  I S L A N D S

If you’re interested in being a volunteer, visit 
AdventistVolunteers.org.

Miss Sai leading us 
on a follow-the-

leader adventure 
to the jungle.
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and blessings in the coming year. 
Then Miss Sai spoke to the Lord. 
It was a short, simple, but earnest 
prayer, the kind that leaves the 
listener without a doubt that the 
one praying knows her heavenly 
Father and trusts Him with her 
whole heart. When I opened my 
eyes, tears slid down my cheeks 
because I knew deep down that 
God had arranged this meeting 
and that Miss Sai was going to 
be exactly the friend I needed.

In the coming months, I relied 
on Miss Sai for everything, and 
sooner than later (mostly out of 
necessity), I was a diaper-chang-
ing machine. Miss Sai had a gift 
with babies; she knew when they 
needed to be held and when they 
needed to play on their own. She 
knew how to teach them, how 

to discipline them, and most 
importantly, how to love them. 
My homesickness softened as 
my love for those babies and my 
new friends grew.

Throughout the year and the 
many adventures we had in that 
little classroom, I found a new 
calling: to serve and connect with 
each little rascal while their parents 
had to work. Sometimes I strug-
gled to find that connection to 
meaningful service, but each time 
I felt especially low, there would be 
some reminder that God was going 
to bless me whether I felt it or not. 
I’d get a glimpse of this when my 
students’ parents told me their 
children insisted on praying before 
meals or singing endless loops of 
our little worship songs. Slowly, I 
realized that the work I was doing 

was merely planting seeds that I 
hope will someday flourish into 
kinder, gentler, and loving hearts.

When it came time for me 
to leave, Miss Sai came to the 
airport along with some other 
dear friends to say goodbye. I was 
very excited to go home, but now 
my heart was torn because a part 
of it thought I was already there. I 
hugged Miss Sai and, through the 
security line, waved as long as I 
could. As I sat at my gate waiting 
for the first of many flights, I was 
struck with how far God had led 
me in the past 10 months and 
how blessed I was to have had 
friends like Miss Sai who helped 
me grow along the way.

1 Playtime in the toddler room.

2 Saying goodbye to Miss Sai at the airport. Photo credit: 
John Vega

1 2
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In a village in Myanmar called 
Kone Thar, Global Mission 
pioneers Salai and his wife, 

Kukupaw, are sparking hope 
among a tribal group called the 
Kayan, also known locally as “the 
Long Necks.”

Traditional ways of sharing the 
gospel are rarely effective in these 
communities. Perhaps that’s why 
Christ focused on people and their 
needs first. This is the example 
Salai follows. He visits each family 
in their home, gets to know them, 
and eventually becomes friends 
with them.

Kukupaw has a nursing back-
ground. Together, she and Salai 
provide basic education for the 
children of this village and look 
after the sick. In an area such 
as this, education is one of the 
best ways to introduce Christ’s 
principles and teachings.

However, it’s not always easy 
to convince the Kayan parents 
to send their children to school 

because they need their children 
to help work the fields. Only after 
Salai and Kukupaw spend time 
earning the parents’ trust and ex-
plaining the benefits of education 
for their children’s future do the 
parents allow their children to 
attend school. The couple knew 
they would need to nurture their 
relationships with these parents.

“As we render the services to 
the people,” Salai says, “we build 
their confidence and their trust in 
us in what we are doing.”

This involves listening to the 
community’s concerns and being 
aware of their feelings. Since en-
rollment costs can be challenging 
for the parents to pay, the Global 
Mission pioneer couple ensures 
that education is available to every 
family. The parents appreciate 
this and have noticed that their 
children return home with much 
better attitudes.

Over time, a number of par-
ents have wanted to know more 

about the power that lies behind 
this amazing, life-changing school. 
One such parent was Muo.

“The Adventist school taught 
my children many good things, 
like the truth of Scripture and the 

Joshua Sagala 
is the Media 

Ministry video 
production 
specialist at 

the Southern 
Asia-Pacific 

Division.

Myanmar
P I O N E E R  P O S T C A R D

The Long 
Necks

Watch this story in action at  
m360.tv/s1839.

Muo became a 
Seventh-day 

Adventist 
because of what 

her children 
learned at 

Central 
Myanmar 
Adventist 
Seminary.

“Myanmar (Burma),” 
Joshua Project, last 

modified 2019, https://
joshuaproject.net/

countries/BM#Religions. 

THE NEED:
MYANMAR
POPULATION

54 Billion

78%
BUDDHIST

8%
CHRISTIAN

7%
ETHNIC RELIGION

5%
MUSLIM

2%
OTHER



Global Mission pioneers
Global Mission supports thousands of local mis-
sionaries, called pioneers, in starting new groups 
of believers among people groups where there is 
no Adventist presence. Their ministry wouldn’t 
be possible without your donations and prayers. 
Thank you for your support!

Ways to Give
 Online

Visit Global-Mission.org/giving to make a 
secure donation quickly. 

 Phone
Call 800-648-5824.

 Mail
In the United States: 
Global Mission, General Conference
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904-6601

In Canada:
Global Mission 
SDA Church in Canada
1148 King Street East
Oshawa, ON L1H 1H8
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love of God,” Muo shares. “As I learned 
from my children, I became convinced 
that I should become an Adventist like 
them, and now I am.”

Seemingly small but vitally im-
portant beginnings like this encourage 
Salai and Kukupaw and other Global 
Mission pioneers like them to continue 
their work.

“The only reason I’m here is to share 
the love of God and the truth of His 
Word with the Kayan people,” says 
Salai. “Please pray for the Holy Spirit 
to soften their hearts so they will be 
receptive. And thank you so much 
for supporting our work here in Kone 
Thar village.”

1

2

3

4

1 Global Mission pioneers Salai, right, and his wife, Kukupaw, have been serving 
among the Kayan tribe for three years. 

2 Kukupaw teaches a preschool class for the Kayan children.

3 Students learning math at Central Myanmar Adventist Seminary.

4 Salai preaching on a Sabbath morning.
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P E R U

Richard and Georgiana Hayden, missionaries 
on the front line in the Amazon and the Andes 

Seventh-day Adventists today 
probably take for granted 
thei r membership of a 

worldwide movement. It is easy 
to forget that this outcome is built 
on extraordinary levels of commit-
ment by many missionaries who 
forsook family and friends in order 
to add to the family of God. Rich-
ard (Dick) and Georgiana Hayden 
illustrate that commitment well.

Dick Hayden was born on May 
31, 1903, in Los Angeles, California, 
but grew up in Eugene, Oregon, 
where the possibility of a career 
as a professional football player 
opened up for the strapping six-
foot-tall young man. As a result, he 
attended the University of Oregon 
for a year, but then, influenced by 
his older sister, Lottie, who died 
of cancer when she was just 33 
years old, he transferred to Walla 
Walla College. There, in his last 

year, college president W. I. Smith 
ended the Week of Prayer with 
a call for students to embrace 
missionary service. Dick told a 
friend: “I have been led here for 
a definite purpose.” Having some 
years earlier heard Floyd Bresee, a 
missionary to Peru, at a Missionary 
Volunteer Society meeting, Dick 
resolved, “If God is willing, I will 
go to South America when I finish 
my college training.”

After evangelistic work in 
Washington State in 1929, Dick 
and Georgiana (known to family 
and friends as “Jo”), accepted a 
call to missionary service in the 
Inca Union of the South American 
Division. They sailed for Peru in 
September 1930. Dick was 27, Jo 
just 21.

For their first three years, Dick 
served as a local pastor in the 
Amazon Mission, working under 

the inspirational leadership of Fer-
dinand and Ana Stahl. Dick and Jo 
were based in the remote village 
of Iquitos, deep in the jungles of 
Peru’s Amazonian region. Their 
first child, Richard Dean (later a 
missionary to Nicaragua), was born 
there in 1932.

Led for a Definite Purpose

Born to 
missionary 

parents in India, 
David Trim is 
the director 
of the Office 
of Archives, 

Statistics, and 
Research.

1
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In 1933, the Haydens moved 
800 miles south to the Andes 
Mountains to serve in the Lake 
Titicaca Training School in Juliaca, 
where Dick became principal. But 
after 16 months, he was appointed 
secretary (director, as we would 
say now) of the Missionary Volun-
teer and Education departments 
of the Lake Titicaca Mission, which 
had its headquarters in Peru’s sec-
ond city, Arequipa. Dick and Jo’s 
second son was born there in 1935. 
A third child, Carolyn, was born in 
Spokane, Washington, while they 
were on furlough in 1936, but all 
three children were raised in South 
America.

In 1937, the family left Peru for 
the Bolivian Mission, where Dick 
served three years as Education 
and Missionary Volunteer sec-
retary. In 1940, Dick was elected 
“director” (president, in today’s 
terms) of the Amazon Mission, 
and so the Haydens returned to 
the jungle. Dick led the Amazon 
Mission for eight years. In 1948–49, 
he briefly worked in education 
again as a Bible professor at Inca 
Union College in Peru’s capital 

4
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63
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and largest city, Lima. But in 1949, 
he was called to the Inca Union 
Mission headquarters, also in 
Lima, as Home Missionary and 
Sabbath School secretary, a post 
he held for 10 years. In 1959, Dick 
and Jo moved to Ecuador, where 
he had been elected president 
of the Ecuador Mission, but after 
not quite two years, they returned 
to Peru.

Dick became the first pres-
ident of the newly established 
North Peru Mission. He served 
in that capacity for nearly four 
years, to the end of 1963, before 
stepping down to the position of 
departmental director so that an 
indigenous leader could become 
president. For the Haydens’ last 
four and a half years in Peru, 
Dick remained in the North Peru 
Mission, leading the Lay Activities, 
Sabbath School, and Radio and 
Television departments.

Dick and Jo Hayden left Peru 
for what they perhaps no longer 
thought of as home, the United 
States, in July 1968. They had 
served as missionaries in Peru, 
Bolivia, and Ecuador for a re-
markable 37 years and 9 months. 
Except for 11 years at the Inca 
Union and its college, they always 
worked at the local level; they 
spent 26 years in real frontline 
mission work. Their spirit comes 
out in a letter Dick wrote to the 
General Conference on April 30, 
1968, confirming their retirement. 
He wrote: “Mrs. Hayden and I have 
been laboring here in the Inca 
Union since 1930, and it is hard 
for us to leave our many friends 
here. We are glad however to 
see these younger Peruvian men 
take over.” His career was not 
marked by pride nor craving for 
promotion in the hierarchy; his 
only passion was pushing the 
work forward to reach the day 
when local leaders were able to 
take over so that missionaries 
could, as Dick did in North Peru, 
stand aside.

Dick and Jo Hayden stand for 
many missionaries whose labors 
bore rich fruit in today’s thriving, 

vibrant church in South America. 
Instead of receiving missionaries, it 
now sends them around the globe. 
This reflects the fact that, in many 
parts of the world, cross-cultural 
missionaries are still needed, as 

are the funds to support their 
work. As you read this, perhaps 
you, your brother or sister, your 
son or daughter, niece, nephew, or 
grandchildren are also being “led 
for a definite purpose.”

7

Your weekly mission offerings and world budget 
offerings help support the ministry of more than 400 
missionary families. Thank you!

1 The Haydens’ first baptismal class contained 25 candidates.

2 Hayden family, circa 1936.

3 Richard A. Hayden, circa 1928.

4 Carufa Indian students at the church school in Metraro, Peru.

5 Pomata Mission Station on Lake Titicaca, 1920.

6 These Indians carried their sick companion for miles to meet Hayden.

7 This woman's balsa leg was created by Hayden.
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Look once, and you may think 
you’re seeing a transportation 
map from a major city. But 

look again, and you’ll discover that 
each transportation line actually 
represents a world division or re-
gion of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. The stations on each line 
represent cities with populations 
of one million or more people 
within each division.

 This is your invitation to pray 
for the cities of the world! Pick any 
division line, and pray down the 
line, checking off each city as you 
go. Then pick another. Region by 
region, day by day, you can pray 
your way around the world.

Please pray for the Holy Spirit 
to guide as we seek to carry a 
message of hope to the unreached 
people and communities of each 
city. Pray for missionaries to leave 
the comfort of home so that peo-
ple in cities around the world can 
have the joy of walking with Jesus 
for eternity.

Consider inviting your Sabbath 
School class, small group, prayer 
group, or church to join you in 
praying for these cities. You can 
even put this map on your church 
bulletin board. If you’d like multiple 
copies, packs of 25 prayer maps 
are available free of cost at Advent 
Source; you pay only the shipping. 
Order at MissionToTheCities.org/
resources. If you’d like to order 
several packs, we ask that you 
consider helping Mission to the 
Cities through a donation at Mis-
sionToTheCities.org/give.

Your prayers matter! The un-
reached people and cities of the 
world matter! Will you join us on 
this journey?

Thomas Brinkhoff, “Major 
Agglomerations of the World,” City 
Population, last modified Jan. 1, 2018, 
https://www.citypopulation.de/world/
Agglomerations.html.
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Pray for one each day, and pray your way around the world!

Inside 10/40 Window
Outside 10/40 Window
Prayer Focus Cities

Cities with 1,000,000+
Cities with 10,000,000+
Cities with 20,000,000+
Cities with 30,000,000+
Cities with 40,000,000+

East Central Africa
Euro-Asia
Inter-European
Inter-American
Israel Field
Middle East & N. Africa
North American
Northern Asia-Pacific
South American
S. Africa-Indian Ocean
South Pacific
Southern Asia-Pacific
Southern Asia
Trans-European
West-Central Africa

NSD

NAD

TED

ECD

SUD

ESD
EUD

WAD

IAD
IF

MENA

SAD

SSD

SID

SPD

DIVISIONS

LEGEND

PRAY FOR THE CITIES
OF THE WORLD
• Pray for leaders
• Pray for missionaries
• Pray for families and marriages
• Pray for health
• Pray for education
• Pray for the homeless 
• Pray for Global Mission pioneers
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Pray for one each day, and pray your way around the world!
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PRAY FOR THE CITIES
OF THEWORLD
• Pray for leaders
• Pray for missionaries
• Pray for families and marriages
• Pray for health
• Pray for education
• Pray for the homeless
• Pray for Global Mission Pioneers

PRAYER MAP There are 570+ cities of a million or more worldwide.
Pray for one each day, and pray your way around the world!
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P H I L I P P I N E S

Only 18 months earlier, I was 
in a bar getting drunk, and 
now I was on my way to be 

a missionary! As I sat on a plane 
flying to the Philippines, I couldn’t 
believe how drastically my life had 
been changed by God’s grace.

I was going to a town called 
Pagudpud, where I would help 
renovate an Adventist wellness 
clinic and visit the homes of the 
sick and the poor with the local 
chaplain.

It was the first time I’d flown 
over the Asian continent, and the 
names of the countries I passed 
over were places I’d only heard 
about in the news or on the inter-
net. Knowing that I was heading 
to one of those countries alone 
was both exciting and a little scary.

But I knew God would be with 
me. In fact, He’d had His hand in 
the adventure long before I knew 
anything about it. Months before, 
I’d felt impressed to renew my 
passport and save a thousand dol-
lars. I had no idea why, but I knew 
God had a plan. When I eventually 
learned about the opportunity 
to serve in the Philippines, I had 
almost enough money to buy my 
ticket! 

The long flight finally ended, 
and after grabbing my luggage 
and meeting my host, I stepped 
out into the heaviest air I’d ever 
breathed. I’d been warned about 
the humidity, but no one said I’d 
feel like I was being wrapped in a 
hot, wet blanket!

As we drove to the clinic about 
two hours away, I tried to soak in 

all the new sights, sounds, and 
smells. I’d never seen so many 
people in one place. It seemed 
like they were in every nook and 
cranny of the city. Cars, motorcy-
cles, and buses wove in and out 
of traffic, their horns constantly 
honking. Merchants were on every 
street corner, selling dragon fruit, 
huge avocados, chicken feet, ba-
nanas, and many kinds of soup.

But as we continued to the 
clinic, my excitement began to 
fade. I’d been warned about the 
poverty, but nothing could have 
prepared me for the degree of 
poverty I saw. When I looked 
down one street, I saw a mother 
changing her baby’s diaper on a 
dirty piece of cardboard on the 
sidewalk. It looked like they lived 
in an old car parked nearby.

When I arrived in Pagudpud, 
I learned that there were no nice 
hospitals there to treat the peo-
ple’s sickness or welfare programs 
to care for their needs. Many of 
them lived in homes without 
windows or doors, and they had 
no air conditioning, stoves, or re-
frigerators. They slept in makeshift 
beds, sick and dying.

But to my surprise, I found 
the people to be very hospitable 
when we came to pray with them, 
treat their ailments, and share 
encouraging promises from God’s 
Word. They had so little, yet they 
wanted to share with me.

I saw many sad sights while 
visiting the sick, the orphans, and 
the widows in Pagudpud. Yet I 
felt such joy and happiness there. 
I’m very grateful that God called 

me to share my time, hope, and 
resources with those in need.

For those of you who may 
want to travel abroad and share 
your faith but feel something 
holding you back, I encourage 
you to trust in Christ, and He will 
remove your fear or doubt. Take 
it from me, a former atheist and a 
former addict, who was depressed, 
anxiety-stricken, selfish, lonely, 
and suicidal since the age of 15. 
But then God spoke to me in a 
dream when I was 27 years old and 
sleeping in a cave in the Arizona 
desert. My old self was crucified 
that night, and I was born again 
by the power and grace of Jesus. 
Now I can’t help but share my 
faith. What God did for me, He 
can do for anyone, including you!

The Empty 
Bar Stool

Brandan 
Monnett lives in 
Arizona, United 
States, with his 

wife, Naomi, 
and their two 

children.

1 Bringing fruits and vegetables to 
a woman who suffered a stroke 
and has difficulty walking. 

2 These three boys are members 
of a family who are fish net 
menders by trade and are very 
poor. I had an extra bag of food 
with me, so I gave it to them.

3 The man on the right was 
one of the first people in the 
community to become an 
Adventist.  His son, middle, 
suffered a head injury and is 
now mentally handicapped. 
The other man is his nephew 
who was dropped when he 
was a baby, which caused him 
to experience stunted growth. 
We brought them food, prayed 
with them, and offered words of 
encouragement.

4 This little girl’s name is Ghea. She 
is the daughter of a man I made 
close friends with who worked 
on the clinic’s construction crew.

Hear from other volunteers at  
m360.tv/avs.
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Adventist Volunteer 
Service facilitates church 
members’  volunteer 
missionary service around 
the world. Volunteers ages 
18 to 80 may serve as 
pastors, teachers, medical 
professionals, computer 
technicians, orphanage 
workers, farmers, and 
more. To learn more, visit 
AdventistVolunteers.org.

1

2

4

3
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J A P A N

“God placed this burden 
on me,” Daniel says, 
gazing out at the Tokyo 

cityscape. “For the past few years, 
I’ve had this burden because less 
than one percent of the people are 
Christian in Japan.” He grew more 
animated as he spoke, stressing 
his concerns with emphatic ges-
tures. “It’s a big country with lots 
of people, but for some reason, 
the everlasting gospel isn’t being 
communicated.”

His concerns aren’t unfounded. 
Tokyo is the world’s second largest 
metropolitan area, with almost 40 
million people.* Reaching a city of 
this size might seem impossible, 
but God can use anyone, even 
someone on the other side of the 
world, to spark change.

Daniel grew up in California, 
United States, as a third-generation 
Japanese-American. His parents 
encouraged him to retain the 
Japanese language, helping him 
learn to read, write, and speak it. 
As Daniel grew older, he always 

told himself he would be open to 
God’s plans for his life. After much 
prayer, he felt that God was calling 
him to move across the globe and 
use his language skills to serve in 
Tokyo, Japan. 

When he arrived to work along-
side the pastor of the Setagaya 
Adventist Church, he learned that 
the church was about ready to shut 
down; fewer than 10 people were 
attending each week. Daniel knew 
that God had bigger plans for this 
congregation, so he began working 
to once again make the church a 
pillar in the community. He chose 
to begin by nurturing relationships.

“Here in Japan, there are a lot of 
lonely people,” Daniel shares. “They 
just commit to work or school, and 
a lot of them are lonely, so they 
want fellowship. I think that’s what 
the Japanese people need. We just 
need to mingle with them.”

Keeping this fi rst step in 
Christ’s method in mind, Daniel 
decided to try to reignite this 
church’s mission spirit with a 

fresh approach. He invited young 
people from across Tokyo and held 
evangelism training for them in the 
church. High-school-aged youth 
and college-aged young adults 
came together for three weeks. 
Together, they bonded, worshiped, 
studied the Bible, and learned how 
to reach out to people, whether by 
praying with them or by knocking 
on doors.

“It’s been a blessing,” declares 
Daniel. “The students really grow 
a lot. They have this identity as 
Seventh-day Adventists and have 
the mission spirit.”

This once dwindling church 
transformed into a youth training 
center. As the young members 
reached out to their local com-
munity through prayer and face-
to-face interaction, attendance 
quickly grew fivefold! And word 
is spreading throughout the com-
munity.

Pastor Yasuki Aoki of the Se-
tagaya church sees God’s hand 
moving in the young people’s 
efforts. “When we go out to this 
community, sometimes we can’t 
meet the people around this area, 
but sometimes God sends people 
to our church. When people come 
to our church, I feel that Jesus is 
working for this church.”

The church is now essentially 
run by young people who are eager 
to share Jesus with all of Tokyo. 
Yoriko, one young Setagaya church 
member, says, “It ’s great to see 
how the young people are getting 
excited about God and the Bible.”

For young adults like Takahashi 
Toru, being a part of the Setagaya 
church community has meant a 
lot to them personally.

“In my experience, I’ve devel-
oped a stronger prayer life,” he 
shares. “I have direct communi-
cation with God as I reach out to 

Youth Set Church on Fire

Ricky Oliveras, 
Office of 
Adventist 
Mission

Get a glimpse of this story at  
m360.tv/s18312.

1
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people. I learned the joy of com-
municating with God.”

With the success the church 
has experienced so far, Daniel de-
cided to expand its programs to 
include youth from all over Tokyo. 
One of these is a monthly social 
night where 50 to 70 young people 
stay in sleeping bags at the church, 
study the Bible, sing songs, and 
fellowship together.

The Setagaya church’s mission 
spirit has been reignited, and this 
group continues to grow. Daniel 
feels that a large part of this was 
thanks to sparking the youth’s 
own desire for mission. “When 
young people get on fire for Jesus, 
I believe the entire church gets on 
fire for Jesus,” he says. “That’s why 
working with the young people is 
such an honor and privilege.”

Setagaya church members are 
exploring new ways to break down 
barriers and show the love of God 
to the people of Tokyo. Please pray 

for them as they spread His love 
throughout the second largest city 
on earth. Your prayers and support 
of the mission offerings go a long 
way to rekindle mission in Japan 
and around the world!

*  Thomas Brinkhoff, “Major 
Agglomerations of the World,” City 
Population, last modified January 1, 
2018, https://www.citypopulation.
de/world/Agglomerations.html.

Mission to the Cities is a world initiative that seeks to plant new congregations in 
every city with a population of 1 million people or more. This initiative challenges “the 
way we’ve always done it,” calling for church planters to take unconventional routes 
to reach urban areas while still building on Christ’s method of ministry. It’s time to 
reach the cities. How will you be a part? Explore Mission to the Cities projects around 
the world at MissionToTheCities.org.

4

2 3

5

1 Daniel, who came from the other side of the world with 
a desire to reach Tokyo, Japan, leads a Bible study. 

2 This group of Setagaya church young people plans how 
best to distribute literature to their community.

3 Yoriko, one young Setagaya church member.

4 Takahashi Toru (right) practices selling spiritual 
literature with Daniel.

5 Sabbath morning worship at Setagaya church is often 
full of youth and young adults.
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Walk-ins Welcome
A boy rushes into the home 

of Prem, a Global Mission 
pioneer. His hand is cov-

ered in a white paste, a traditional 
remedy his family used to reduce 
pain, but it hasn’t worked. Prem 
quickly examines the boy and 
promises to treat him after lunch. 
Today is Sabbath, and he has oth-
er patients to help before starting 
the church service.

A man then comes in with 
his sick wife, who has been suf-
fering from severe stomachaches. 
Drawing from his basic medical 
training, Prem listens to the 
couple and counsels them in his 
unusual living room. The unique 
space has been transformed 
to welcome visitors in need of 
medical attention.

In this small town in Uttar 
Pradesh, India, quality health care 
isn’t easily accessible. Most of the 
people who live here can’t afford 
to drive to the nearest hospital, 
which is hours away. So pioneer 
Prem uses the talents God has 
given him to serve the town’s 
sick. This much-needed service 

is a lifeline for the people who 
fill Prem’s schedule each week.

Prem’s patients receive more 
than just physical care. They 
learn about a wholistic lifestyle 
and the importance of a healthy 
mind, body, and spirit. They also 
receive love and compassion as 
they speak with Prem. Many of 
the treatments offered here are 

natural medicines, including herbs, 
plants, and charcoal pills.

Prem gives this couple medi-
cation and inspirational literature. 
And at the end of each visit, he 
asks the heavenly Physician to 
heal and bless his patients. Prem 
believes it’s his duty to tell others 
about the source of all healing, and 
the people appreciate learning 
about the God who heals.

Prem has one last patient this 
morning: a young boy who first 
came here in critical condition. 

India
P I O N E E R  P O S T C A R D

Earley Simon, 
Office of 
Adventist 
Mission

Through your support of Global Mission, churches like this are 
planted

 in areas or among people groups where there’s no Adventist 
presence.

 to share the good news of Jesus through wholistic ministry, 
such as providing medical care, teaching agricultural skills, 
offering literacy programs, holding evangelistic meetings, and 
giving Bible studies.

 To donate, visit Global-Mission.org/giving.

1
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India
P I O N E E R  P O S T C A R D

After seeing many local healers, the 
family’s only hope was Prem. He 
prayed for and treated the boy, and 
in time, he was healed! Today, the 
parents believe Prem’s God healed 
their son, and they continue to see 
Prem for their medical needs.

Pioneer Prem finally gets a 
chance to finish getting dressed for 
church. At last, he rushes upstairs, 
where many of his former patients 
await him. Even from the bottom 
of the steps, he can hear their 
singing. They aren’t disturbed by 
the delay. The extra time has given 
them an opportunity to praise the 
wonderful God of healing they’ve 
come to know.

Prem speaks to the group 
about Jesus. It’s easy for them to 

picture a heavenly Physician who 
healed, preached to, and cared for 
those around him. They’ve come 
to see a glimpse of Jesus in Prem.

This church plant is the only 
Seventh-day Adventist congre-
gation in the region. Before Prem 
arrived, this was considered an 
unentered area. Now, the members 
pray to officially establish the first 
Adventist church here. They also 
give financially to support the mis-
sion here and abroad. They know 
their humble tithes and offerings 
receive God’s blessing and are 
multiplied.

Please pray for this church and 
for pioneers all around the world 
who labor on the front lines of 
mission work.

1 A boy’s family seeks Global Mission pioneer Prem’s help 
after a home remedy didn’t ease his pain. 

2 Prem counsels this couple with wholistic lifestyle 
principles and offers natural medicine to ease the wife’s 
stomachaches.

3 This boy first came to Prem in critical condition, but 
after Prem’s treatments and prayers, he was healed.

4 The church plant members give what they can to 
support mission work locally and abroad.

5 As this church plant continues to grow, the members 
dream of and pray for building a church of their own.

THE NEED:

INDIA
POPULATION

1.3 Billion

80%
HINDU

2%
CHRISTIAN

13%
MUSLIM 

5%
OTHER  

Watch this story in action coming soon—
March 16, 2019—at m360.tv/s19111.
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“India,” Joshua Project, last modified 2019, 
https://joshuaproject.net/countries/IN.
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Italy
La Dolce Vita—The Sweet Life

With a reputation for being 
passionate about everything from 
exquisite art and ancient architecture 
to opera and breathtaking scenic 
coastlines, Italians have much to say 
about enjoying “the sweet life.” This 
is especially true when it comes to 
sharing a good meal with friends.

Tomato Mashed 
Potatoes

(Serves 6 to 8)

This rustic mashed potato recipe is so unusual, 
you probably haven’t tried it before. The combi-
nation of tomato puree and mashed potatoes is 
a delightful variation of two of the most popular 
vegetables in the world.

INGREDIENTS
• 4 medium waxy potatoes, such as Yukon Gold
• 2 cups tomato puree
• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• 1/2 teaspoon paprika
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/8 teaspoon crushed red pepper

PREPARATION
1. Place the potatoes in a large sauce pan and 

cover with cold water. Cover and bring the 
water to a boil. Reduce the heat, and simmer 
for 20 to 25 minutes or until the potatoes are 
very tender when pierced with a knife. Drain 
and set aside to cool slightly.

2. In a large pan, heat the tomato puree, olive 
oil, paprika, salt, and red pepper over medium 
heat for 15 minutes, or until the sauce has 
thickened slightly.

3. Peel the potatoes, and place them in a bowl. 
Mash them with a potato masher, and then 
use an electric mixer to blend until the texture 
is smooth with no lumps.

4. Stir the mashed potatoes into the tomato 
mixture until blended. Serve hot.

VARIATION
For a dramatic presentation, 

press the mixture into an oiled 
pie plate or medium-size 
bowl. Invert the mixture onto 
a serving platter and cut into 
wedges.

Build your recipe repertoire at  
m360.tv/recipes.
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Roasted 
Cauliflower With 
Capers and Raisins

(Serves 4 to 6)

Roasting the cauliflower adds a slightly crisp and 
caramelized texture to this sweet and savory dish.

INGREDIENTS
• 1 medium head of cauliflower, trimmed and 

cut into small florets
• 1 medium red onion, cut into 8 wedges
• 1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/4 cup golden raisins
• 2 tablespoons capers, rinsed and drained
• 2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice
• 2 tablespoons honey

PREPARATION
1. Preheat oven to 425 °F. In a large roasting pan, 

toss together the cauliflower, onion, olive oil, 
and salt. Roast for 20 to 30 minutes, turning 
the vegetables at least twice until they are 
nicely browned.

2. While the cauliflower is roasting, cover the 
raisins with warm water and soak them until 
they are plump. Drain.

3. Add the raisins and capers to the cauliflower, 
and roast for 5 more minutes.

4. Mix the lemon juice with the honey. Drizzle 
over the cauliflower, and toss lightly. Serve 
hot or at room temperature.

Now retired, Nancy Kyte served for 10 
years as the marketing director of the 
Office of Adventist Mission.

Fresh Berry Salad

(Serves 4 to 6)

This refreshing salad dessert pleases the eye and 
the palate, a worthy grand finale to any meal.

INGREDIENTS
• 3 tablespoons apricot jam (may substitute 

any kind of jam)
• 1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
• 2 tablespoons orange juice
• 1/4 teaspoon vanilla, optional
• 1 1/2 cups strawberries, sliced
• 1/2 cup raspberries
• 1/4 cup blackberries
• 1/2 cup blueberries

PREPARATION
1. In a medium bowl, whisk together jam, lemon 

juice, orange juice, and vanilla (if using).
2. Add the berries and stir gently to coat 

the fruit. Let stand for 30 minutes before 
serving. May be served 
chilled or at room 
temperature.
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R W A N D A

When I was a child, I 
watched a documen-
tary at school about 

medical missionaries in Africa. 
That night, I knelt by my bed to 
talk to God. “Dear Lord,” I prayed, 
“please help me go to Africa some-
day so I can wear a white coat like 
the doctor in the film and help 
needy children.” I forgot about 
that prayer until many years later 
when I volunteered to serve as a 
dentist in Rwanda.

Rwanda is a country in central 
Africa with a painful past. In 1994, 
hundreds of thousands of people 
were murdered by their country-
men, and much of the country was 
destroyed. There was heartache 
everywhere.

Fortunately, Rwanda is amaz-
ingly different now. The country 
has been rebuilt, and the people 
have learned how to forgive and 
respect each other. Best of all, 
they’re hungry for the Word of 
God! I’m very grateful that God 
called me to share Him in Rwanda 
and has given me the opportunity 
to make a difference in people’s 
lives through meeting their needs.

One Sunday, the clinic staff 
went to a Total Member Involve-
ment evangelism and health 
campaign in a small town called 
Nyamata to provide free medical 
and dental care to those who 

couldn’t afford it. So many came 
that we didn’t even have time for 
lunch! But we didn’t feel fatigued 
because we were passionate 
about helping them.

One of my colleagues intro-
duced me to a woman who had 
come to the campaign after ex-
periencing intense tooth pain for 
a week. We treated her, and she 

went home that night completely 
free from pain. The next day, she 
brought a lot of people to our 
campaign! I heard her telling them, 
“These Adventist brothers are 
good. I came with severe pain, 
and they didn’t ask me whether 
I belonged to their church or 
whether I had been attending the 
meetings. They just helped me, so 

Pint-sized Persistence

A dentist from 
Bolivia, Sinercio 

Jonatan Nina 
Yupanqui 

serves at Kigali 
Adventist 

Dental Clinic in 
Rwanda through 

Adventist 
Volunteer 
Service.

If you’re interested in being a volunteer, visit 
AdventistVolunteers.org.

1
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let’s go to the meetings!” More 
than 200 people were baptized 
as a result of God’s leading during 
the program.

On another occasion, I had 
temporarily been put in charge of 
the clinic, and I was very worried 
because some things weren’t 
going well. As I walked to a local 
restaurant for lunch, I met a boy 
who frequently asks me for coins. 
He had always behaved respect-
fully toward me, even when I had 
no money to give him.

However, this time, he grabbed 
me and said, “Friend, I’m hungry! 
Please give me food!” I told him 
that I had no coins and would give 
him some the next day, but he 
wouldn’t leave. Instead, he defi-
antly stopped me from continuing 
down the road.

I was struck by the way this 
10-year-old boy asserted himself. 
“I’m not asking you for money 
this time,” he insisted. “I’m really 
hungry. Please let me eat with 
you.”

I took him along to the restau-
rant, and while we ate our meal, 
his behavior made me think. If this 
child stood in front of me and got 
what he needed, why don’t I stand 
before God and ask Him to help me 
in this work?

I had invited the boy to eat, 
not realizing that through him, 
God would minister to my own 
needs. I rushed back to my office 
and knelt down to pray with a 
faith I had never had before. I 
surrendered to Him all the prob-
lems that were weighing on me 
so heavily, and He resolved them 
one by one!

The boy on the street re-
minded me that when God sends 
you to do something for Him, 
He doesn’t send you alone. He 
sends His Spirit with you to help 
in every challenge. Once again, I 
found comfort in the promise of 
Deuteronomy 31:6: “Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid or 
terrified because of them, for the 
Lord your God goes with you; he 
will never leave you nor forsake 
you” (NIV).

2

3

1 The street boy who taught me a lesson on persistence.

2 Visiting with guests at the Total Member Involvement evangelism 
and health campaign in Nyamata.

3 We had to pull many teeth from the children at the health 
campaign in Nyamata. When this picture was taken, they were still 
feeling the sensation of anesthesia, but I’m sure they’ll be happy 
not to have any more pain!
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T H E  M I D D L E  E A S T  A N D  N O R T H  A F R I C A  U N I O N

The Little 
Streams



The early morning mist filled 
the valleys and ascended 
the hills toward our house as 

I heard the first call to prayer from 
the mosque below. Five times a 
day, thousands of believers in the 
community stopped whatever 
they were doing to pray. I, too, 
made a habit of praying when I 
heard the mournful call. I prayed 
that these people would come to 
have a deeper knowledge of God 
and that the Adventist workers in 
the region would have a burning 
desire to share Him.

More than five years ago, our 
family, including three children all 
less than eight years old, traded the 
cold winters of Wisconsin, United 
States, for the sunny Mediterra-
nean. After three flights and 30 
hours of travel, we arrived at our 
new home, where we would stay 
for the next three years. We were 
excited to join an international 
team of missionaries and tentmak-
ers who were working to spread 
the gospel among the millions of 
people living in the Middle East.

One of our jobs was to provide 
Adventist books and other printed 
materials for each of the 20 coun-
tries in our assigned territory. This 
area included four major languages 
along with a multitude of dialects. 
Additionally, in the more than 30 
years since the Adventist Church 
had published books in the region, 
publishing methods had changed 
drastically from analog to digital. 
There were no digital files and 
very few hard copies of books that 
had been translated and printed 
in the past.

One of our first projects was 
to create the digital files so that 
books and tracts could be pub-
lished, but neither Marshall nor 
I knew the language. He prayed 
about how to get this project start-
ed and felt compelled to employ 
local Adventist young people to 
create the digital files. It was the 
answer we needed! These young 
people made it possible for books 
to be produced quickly and made 
available for literature evangelists 
to sell in local communities.

Our region had its share of 
unrest, and the possible need to 
evacuate was always in the back of 
our minds. We prayed for wisdom 
to know when it was best to leave 
the area and when it was best 
to stay. Every time we left our 
home, we knew we might never 
be able to return. By God’s grace, 
we never faced this reality, but 
other missionaries in the region, 
unfortunately, did.

Conflict in Syria filled our 
country with refugees. A simple 
idea, the courage of young people, 
and the vision of administrators 
laid the foundation for reaching 
these families with the gospel. 
While on vacation, we encouraged 
a group of college students to 
come on a short-term mission trip 
to share health principles with the 
local refugee community. We also 
helped facilitate translators and 
transportation for the students. In 
less than 10 days, this small group 
served 800 people and connected 
with key contacts in the refugee 
community.

One opportunity sometimes 
led to another. Once, our team 
held health screening services 
specifically for Syrian refugees. 
The contacts they made later led 
to the establishment of a school 
that provides basic education to 
refugee children, ministry to their 
families, and church services that 
their parents attend. Although we 
weren’t as directly involved with 
helping the refugees as others in 
our team, we visited their homes, 
listened to their stories, and con-
tinued to pray for them.

Our work included traveling 
to many countries in the Middle 
East to encourage local believers 
and provide support for outreach 
initiatives. Every trip brought new 
inspiration as we met to train and 
inspire other expatriates and local 
believers who were working in 
countries where it was difficult 
to share the gospel.

Often, it seemed as if our 
efforts were very small in the 
face of the challenges of multiple 
languages, limited resources, and 

millions of unreached people. Our 
work seemed like one drop in a 
huge bucket. But we continued to 
be encouraged by the pen of Inspi-
ration: “But the little rill that makes 
its noiseless way through grove 
and meadow, bearing health and 
fertility and beauty, is as useful in 
its way as the broad river. And in 
contributing to the river’s life, it 
helps achieve that which alone it 
could never have accomplished.” *

Wherever you are, you can 
support the work in the Middle 
East with your prayers, your funds, 
and as the Lord opens the way, 
your hands and feet.

* Ellen G. White, Education (Mountain 
View, CA: Pacific Press®, 1903), 117.

Your weekly mission 
offerings help 
support the ministry 
of the Adventist 
Church in the Middle 
East and North 
Africa. Thank you! 

The Adventist Learning 
Center (ALC)
Learn more about the school 
for refugee children that Rose-
mary’s team helped establish 
in Lebanon.

Explore the ALC’s ministry 
at m360.tv/i17041.

Read how the ALC’s impact 
extends beyond its  wal ls 
in “The Refugees’ Mite” at  
am.adventistmission.org/
v5n2-14.
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Originally 
from the 

United States, 
Rosemary 
McKenzie 
served as a 

missionary in 
the Middle 
East with 

her husband 
Marshall and 
their children.
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S Ã O  T O M É  A N D  P R Í N C I P E

The big fight for the televi-
sion started when Anselmo 
wanted to watch a cartoon 

about superheroes on channel 24 
in his home in São Tomé, capital of 
the island nation of São Tomé and 
Príncipe off the West African coast.

His older sister, Eliene, wanted 
to switch the channel to watch a 
program about princesses.

“I was watching first,” Anselmo 
told his sister.

“Well, I’m older,” Eliene replied.
That annoyed Anselmo. He 

couldn’t argue because his sister 
was older, so he did the next best 
thing. He slapped her on the arm.

“Why did you hit me?” Eliene 
growled.

She didn’t like being slapped, 
and she slapped him back. That 
made Anselmo even angrier, and 
he slapped her again.

The two children slapped each 
other back and forth, their voices 
growing louder and louder as they 
howled in protest of the other’s 
actions. The commotion drew 
Mother to the room.

“Stop!” she commanded an-
grily. “Don’t fight because one day 

you will hurt each other.”
Mother told the children to 

take turns watching television. 
Anselmo could finish watching 
the cartoon, and then Eliene could 
watch her program.

Anselmo didn’t like arguing 
with his sister, and he really want-
ed to obey Mother and stop. But 
not too much time passed, and 
Eliene said something annoying. 
Before he knew it, he had slapped 
her on the arm again.

Then one day, Anselmo saw 
a commercial for a Seventh-day 
Adventist school on television. 
He liked the commercial, and 
he thought he could make good 
friends at the school. So he told his 
parents that he wanted to study 
there.

“We’ll send you there if we can 
find the money,” said Father, who 
worked for an oil company.

When Father had enough 
money, the family sent Anselmo 
to the school for the third grade. 
Anselmo found the school was dif-
ferent from his old public school. 
His former teachers sometimes 
struck him when he misbehaved. 
The new teachers, however, were 
missionaries and never hit him.

He found two neighborhood 
friends were already studying at 
the school, and that helped him 
feel more comfortable.

Every morning, the teacher 
read a story from the Bible before 
lessons started. Anselmo had 
never heard about Jesus or read 
the Bible, but he loved to listen to 
the stories. He remembered his 
arguments with his sister when 
the teacher read about Joseph’s 
quarrels with his older brothers. 
He heard how the brothers grew 
so angry that they sold Joseph into 

Television Wars

By Andrew 
McChesney, 

Office of 
Adventist 
Mission. 
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Anselmo wanted to attend the 
International Adventist College—Cosme 
Mota when he saw the school’s TV 
commercial.

More Children’s Mission Stories
This story and others like it can be found in the Children’s Mission 
magazine at AdventistMission.org/mission-quarterlies.
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slavery in Egypt. He rejoiced when 
Joseph later forgave his brothers.

“My favorite part of the story 
is when Joseph became prime 
minister and invited his brothers 
to the meal and forgave them,” 
Anselmo said.

When he returned home that 
day, he told his sister about Joseph.

“From that day, she hasn’t hit 
me, and I haven’t hit her,” he said.

Part of this quarter’s Thir-
teenth Sabbath Offering will help 
Anselmo’s school, International 
Adventist College - Cosme Mota, 
build an auditorium where all 
the children can attend morning 
worship to learn more about God.

“Before, I didn’t know any-
thing about God, and I didn’t 
know whether He existed,” said 
Anselmo, who is now eight and in 
the fourth grade. “But the school 
taught me that He is love and that 
He is important in my life.”

Thank you for your mission 
offering.

Children’s Offering Bank Coloring Page
You can help kids like Anselmo learn about Jesus, 
too, by collecting mission offerings!

1. Tear or cut out this coloring page.
2. Color it.
3. Wrap your coloring page around a tin can or 

similar container and use sticky tape to make it 
stay. Ask an adult to help you make sure the can 
has no sharp edges!

4. Put your offering in the can. Ask others to help 
you raise mission offerings to help children around 
the world learn about Jesus!

5. When your can is full, count the money with an 
adult, and then ask the adult to mail a check for 
that amount to Adventist Mission:

Office of Adventist Mission
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904-6601
UNITED STATES

Find out more about the mission offering bank at 
AdventistMission.org/mission-offering-bank.
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Find each quarter’s printable mission bank for kids at adventistmission.org/offering-bank
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Watch the story behind this coloring page coming on February 23, 2019,  
at m360.tv/s1918. Find other great children’s stories at m360.tv/kids.
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It almost took 
her life.

But it couldn't 
take her faith. 

Watch “Blinded by a Bullet” at 
m360.tv/s18411


